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At first his wife's feeling was one of distress,
knowing that for hours to come she could not leave
the child to make any arrangements for his food or
well-being. But gradually his silent, tender presence
became the greatest comfort. No apparent emergency
tempted him to move or show himself and thus to
excite the child, but he seemed to radiate love and
sympathy of the kind that strengthens without ener-
vating. Few fathers could have endured with such
absolute self-control to witness in perfect silence the
suffering of a dearly-loved daughter without making
one sound or sign of his presence, and fewer still could
have made their mere presence in the sick room so
helpful.

The Commissioner encouragedthis boys to question
him freely and fully about anything that perplexed
them, and when Nathaniel wrote asking him the
meaning of book-making, and why betting was wrong,
the Commissioner sent him a careful and lengthy reply:

' You ask me about betting. Betting- is universally
recognized as a bad and ruinous thing, though none of the
silly Governments dare to suppress it and the bookmakers,
as they ought to do. Betting is money promised for no
real equivalent. A bet won means necessarily a bet lost;
that is, A takes money from B not for anything supplied
to B, but only because a bet has been made. Then this
money, not honestly earned, is generally taken away from
some worthy object.

* A bookmaker is a man who lives entirely by betting1
and causing- others to bet, and nothing can ever make him
honourable; though I do not mean there are not honour-
able bookmakers, or good tipsters, and many others con-
nected with racing and betting. So far, that is, that they
may honestly pay all they promise, deceiving- nobody and
doing nothing- else connected with it which is not perfectly
straightforward.

' Bettingf is, I fear, more widely and radically destruc-
tive than drink itself, and renders all who mix in it more
and more callous to the losses and sufferings of others.

' May God spare and strengthen my dear boys to earn
an honest living* by honest work of some kind! *